
 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

Great Falls, Virginia 
November 30, 2025 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

Our vision is to be a vibrant community of Jesus’ disciples,  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring God’s grace into our world. 
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ELW refers to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal in the pew. ACS refers to  

All Creation Sings. GS2 refers to Global Songs 2. HFW refers to Hymns for Worship compiled  

by Augsburg Fortress. 

A: indicates Assisting Minister; P: indicates Presiding Minister; R: indicates Reader;  

C: indicates Congregation. 

At places where the ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your 

baptism. The Congregation responds with the words in bold type. 

Should you need to use an enlarged print order of service, complete with 

Bible readings and hymns, you will find several in red binders located on 

the usher’s table at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Office: 703-759-6068 

Hours: Mon – Wed, 10:00 – 3:00  

10550 Georgetown Pike King’s Kids Preschool: 703-759-6935 
Great Falls, VA 22066 Website: gflutheran.org 

 

A few notes about worship: 

• We are glad to have children in worship. We also know that children 
sometimes need to move and express themselves in ways that the service 
(and the pews) don’t accommodate. There is a family break room/nursery 
available with toys, a rocking chair, changing table, and other items. It is 
staffed during Sunday School and the 11:00 worship service, but you are 
free to use it as needed. 

 To find the family break room, turn left in the foyer and go past the doors 
leading to the parking lot. It’s the first door on the left down the hall. 

• The 11:00 worship service is streamed live on Facebook. The camera angles 
are set so that worshipers’ faces are never seen on camera (the camera may 
occasionally pick up the back of the heads of those sitting in the front rows); 
only those leading worship from the chancel, lectern, piano, and organ are 
ever shown fully or face-on. 

http://www.gflutheran.org/


    
   

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church First Sunday of Advent November 30, 2025 
 

 

  

 

Lighting of Candles on the Advent Wreath ________________  

During the season of Advent, which includes today, Sunday, 

November 30, through Sunday, December 21, we will light the 

candles on the Advent wreath. If anyone would like to light the 

candles at either the 8:30 or 11:00 services today or December 7, 14, 

or 21, please email Pastor Kessinger at pastor@gflutheran.org.  

 

Last Sunday to Donate Cornerstones Gift Cards ___________  

Today is the last Sunday to donate gift cards for children. The gift 

cards must be delivered to Cornerstones by December 5th. Each gift 

card is $25 and is to be purchased from Walmart, Target or 

Amazon. Questions? Please contact Dolly Whelan at 703-346-3593. 

 

KKP & CtK to Sing at Celebration of Lights _________________  

Sunday, December 7th 

Great Falls Celebration of Lights, an annual Christmas tree lighting 

event, will be held on Sunday, December 7, 4:00-6:00 pm on the 

Great Falls Village Field. This event will feature local school choirs 

and other activities. We are inviting all of CtK to sing at this 

festive event. Please click here for the signup genius to let us 

know you are joining us. On December 7, all singers should 

arrive by at 3:45 p.m. so we can practice and be ready to perform 

at 4:00-4:15 p.m. in front of the Christmas tree! If you can’t join us 

to sing, please come watch! Please see the E-Blast for more details. 

 

CtK’s Adult Christmas Party, Friday, December 12th _______  

Our adult Christmas party will be on Friday, December 12th,  

7:00-11:00 p.m. at Brad and Valarie Ney’s home (11610 Air View 

Lane, Great Falls). We are excited for this festive annual event! 

Adult family members and friends are welcome. The church will 

provide dinner and refreshments, but we welcome guests to bring 

a favorite holiday dessert or side dish. We are also looking for 

volunteers to assist with cleaning up afterwards. Please note when 

you sign up if you are bringing something or planning to help 

with clean-up, so we know for planning purposes. Please sign up 

here to let us know who is coming. Questions? Please contact 

Brad Ney at cornelllaw@yahoo.com. Hope to see you there! 

  

WELCOME! 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 
www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org 

  

 
www.instagram.com/gflutheran 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church is a 
congregation of the Metro DC Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to know more about 
Christ the King or are interested in 
living out your discipleship as a 
member of this community, please 
contact the church office at (703)759-
6068. 

If you would like to be on our email list 
to receive our weekly newsletter, 
please contact the church office at 
(703)759-6068 or visit our website: 
gflutheran.org.  

CALENDAR 

 

mailto:pastor@gflutheran.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49A9AA2EAAF49-60470275-sing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48ADAF2BA6F85-60610984-christ
mailto:cornelllaw@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org
http://www.instagram.com/gflutheran
http://www.gflutheran.org/


 

Youth Christmas Party, Saturday, December 13th ____  

The middle school and high school youth will be 

celebrating Christmas together on Saturday,  

December 13th. We have some festive fun planned, 

including spreading holiday cheer for all to hear 

(caroling) at Brightview Assisted Living in Great Falls 

and then some reindeer games back at CtK. We will be 

gathering at church at 4:30 p.m. to practice some carols 

before heading out. After caroling, we will return to CtK 

for dinner and fun. We should finish by 9:00 p.m. 

 

Blue Christmas Service, Saturday, December 13th ___  

Great Falls Area Ministries (GFAM) is offering a Blue 

Christmas service to the community on Saturday, 

December 13 at 1:00 p.m. at Brightview in Great Falls 

(10200 Colvin Run Road). At this service of hope and 

healing, they plan to pray, listen to scripture, and find 

comfort together. Please click here for the order of 

service. 

 

Prayers for the Congregation ______________________  

Prayers for Healing: Peggy Borden; Lynda & Roger 

Hammel; Pat & Caryl Murphy; Karen Magley; Vivienne 

Wardian 

 

Signup Genius for Lay Helpers ______________________  

Please click here to sign up to help with our worship 

services. 

 

 

This Morning’s Lay Helpers 

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Asst Minister – Open Asst Minister – Open 

Lector – Joni Holeman Lector – Open 

Greeters/Ushers –  

Brooke & Katie Soucy 
Greeter/Usher – Open 

Cantor – Open Cantor – Open 

Set Up Cart – Open Clean Up Cart - Open 

AT CTK THIS WEEK 

November 30 – December 7 

 

Sunday, November 30, Advent 1 

Bring Your Child to Worship 

8:30 a.m.—In-person Worship 

9:45 a.m.—Adult Forum, in-person & Zoom 

11:00 a.m.—In-person Worship 

(streaming available on Facebook Live) 

7:00 p.m.—AA 
 

Tuesday, December 2 

7:00 a.m.—Men’s Breakfast, la Madeleine 

10:45 a.m.—KKP Chapel 

2:00 p.m.—Staff Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday, December 3 

9:30 a.m.—Journey Women’s Bible Study 

10:45 a.m.—KKP Chapel 

7:30 p.m.—Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday, December 6 

7:00 p.m.—AA 

 

 

Sunday, December 7, Advent 2 

8:30 a.m.—In-person Worship 

9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

9:45 a.m.—Adult Forum, in-person & Zoom 

11:00 a.m.—In-person Worship 

(streaming available on Facebook Live) 

3:45 p.m.—KKP & CtK Meeting Time to Sing 

at GF Celebration of Lights  

7:00 p.m.—AA 
 

 

 

CHRIST THE KING & 

KING’S KIDS PRESCHOOL STAFF 
 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Sandy Kessinger 

pastor@gflutheran.org 

Music Director & Organist: Paul Park 

ppark117@gmail.com 

Administrator: Karen Utter  

admin@gflutheran.org 

Bookkeeper: Patti Burger  

book.keeper@gflutheran.org 

Youth Admin: Karen Anderson 

youthadmin@gflutheran.org 

Communications Coord: Kim Buckingham 

comms@gflutheran.org 

KKP & Christian Ed Director: Heidi Toloczko 

heidi.toloczko@gflutheran.org  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:a2b3a269-e6e0-4211-8544-86260302e999
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AFA928A0FEC16-54350291-fall#/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87991669481?pwd=Q2lEeGtaT3A2ZU9lSWZDT3daWmtPQT09
https://www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87991669481?pwd=Q2lEeGtaT3A2ZU9lSWZDT3daWmtPQT09
https://www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org/
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Gracious God,  

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Advent 1 • Matthew 24:36-44 
Today’s gospel, marking the beginning of the new Church year, sounds pretty scary!  

Jesus reminds us that things can change very quickly and that there is a need to  
stay alert. As one who wants to live as a faithful steward, how does my life show  
that I am alert and participating in bringing God’s dream for creation to reality? 
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GATHERING HYMN: ELW 438 My Lord, What a Morning 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE: Lord, Have Mercy ELW page 156 

 



6 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  

 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:  
ELW 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah verse 1 

 

Please be seated. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 2:1-5 

R: A reading from Isaiah. 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 

 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For 
out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

 4 He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 The word of the LORD. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 122  said responsively 

The Reader (R) says the regular text; the Congregation (C) says the bold text. 

R: 1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

C: 2 Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

R: 3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

C: 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of 
the Lord. 

R: 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 

C: 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 

R: 7 Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

C: 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 

R: 9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.” 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:11-14 

R: A reading from Romans. 

 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; 
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 
walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 The word of the LORD. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verse 1 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O LORD. 

P: [Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.” 

  The gospel of the LORD. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON  The Rev. Sandy Kessinger 
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Silence for meditation may follow the sermon.  

 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 260 The King Shall Come 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  said in unison 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

Please sit or kneel as you are comfortable for our time of prayer. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew 
the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

 God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, 
teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths.  
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for 
forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and 
transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. 
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are ill 
or despairing especially those on our prayer list and those we name in our hearts, and those 
affected by HIV and AIDS as we remember World AIDS Day. Surround all with care and 
consolation.  
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray, 
show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their 
care for others. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Open our hearts and minds as we seek your guidance while in our call 
process. Unite us in purpose. Help us to remain faithful to our mission as we discern your will.  
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all 
the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through 
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying  
Peace be with you as you shake hands or embrace.  

Please be seated for the offering following the sharing of the peace. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING AND MUSICAL OFFERING 

During the offering, plates will be passed along the pews in which to place your offering. Make checks payable to 
“Christ the King Lutheran Church”. Contributions go toward the ministries and programs of Christ the King 
Lutheran Church.  

Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERING AND REGATHERING SONG: Lamb of God ELW page 164 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and 
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also 
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ELW page 162 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 
your glory. 

 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may  
not perish but have eternal life. 

 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O 
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of 
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen, amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION WITH MUSICAL OFFERING 

Instructions for communion distribution will be given at this time. 

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those who have 
not received instruction or who wish not to receive communion may come forward for a blessing. 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 262 Wait for the Lord sing twice 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray.  

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 244 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
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DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 
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