
 

 

…he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove... 

 - Matthew 3:16 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

Great Falls, Virginia 
January 11, 2026 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our vision is to be a vibrant community of Jesus’ disciples,  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring God’s grace into our world. 

 



    
   

  

Christ the King Lutheran Church Baptism of Our Lord January 11, 2026  

 

Hearts for Heroes, Sunday, January 18th, 9:45 a.m. __________  

On Sunday, January 18, we will be composing valentines and 

assembling goody bags for our military serving in harm’s way at 

Forward Operating Bases (FOBS). Valentines will go to individual 

branches of the military thanking them for their service. We need 

your help in composing about 300 to 400 valentines in Gysan 

Fellowship Hall during Sunday school (beginning at about 9:45 

a.m.). This is a great intergenerational activity and a great way to 

thank service members. In addition, we are requesting candy 

donations (boxes of candy hearts or prewrapped hard candy) to 

fill goody bags that will be sent along with the valentines. FOB 

locations are sponsored by operationmilitarymatters.com, a 

registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  

 

Operation: Military Matters was started in November 2015 as part 

of a project for a gifted class by 9-year-old and fourth grader Graci 

Tubbs (now 19 and a sophomore in college). What began as a 

school project collecting supplies from the community and sending 

care packages from home to the military overseas grew into a 

nonprofit. So far they have sent almost 13,000 care packages to our 

military all around the world and Graci has raised more than 

$600,000 and more than one million dollars in in-kind donations. 

Please see the E-Blast for more details. 
 

Ministry Reports Due January 15th for Annual Report ________  

It’s that time again! Reports for the annual report of the 

congregation are needed NLT than COB Thursday, January 15. 

Please keep your report to 600 words. Reports should be emailed 

to: admin@gflutheran.org with “2025 Annual Report from____ 

[Service, Youth, etc.]” in the subject line. If you would like last 

year’s report, please email a request with “2024 Annual Report – 

Witness [Learning, Property, etc.]” in the subject line. 
 

King’s Kids Preschool: 2026-27 Registration ________________  

Join Us for Open Houses on January 16, 23, or 30 (10-11 a.m.) 

or Schedule a Private Tour 

Register your child (1-5 years old) for Kings Kids Preschool! 

• Start now or register for ‘26-27 by January 30th  

• Small classes allow two teachers to work with each child 

• Fun, theme-based curriculum prepares children for kindergarten 

• Daily Specials: Music, Spanish, Chapel, P.E., Library 

Contact us at KKP@gflutheran.org, 703-759-6935, or visit KKPGF.org for more info. 
 

New Winter Lay Helper Sign Up Genius _____________________  

Please click here to sign up to help with our Sunday services! We need about 5 volunteers for each service. 

 

WELCOME! 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 
www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org 

  

 
www.instagram.com/gflutheran 

Christ the King Lutheran Church is a 
congregation of the Metro DC Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 

MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to know more about 
Christ the King or are interested in 
living out your discipleship as a member 
of this community, please contact the 
church office at (703)759-6068. 

If you would like to be on our email list 
to receive our weekly newsletter, please 
contact the church office at (703)759-
6068 or visit our website: 
gflutheran.org.  

CALENDAR 
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Youth Snow Tubing at Whitetail, Monday, Jan. 19th __________  

Kevin, Liz, and Kelley will be leading our annual snow tubing 

expedition at Whitetail Mountain Resort on Monday, January 

19th. As with all our social activities this year, we'll combine 

junior and senior high kids for the event. Please RSVP (YES, 

NO or MAYBE) for all of your kids as soon as you're able so we 

can buy tubing tickets ahead of time. Here are the details:  

• Date: Monday, January 19 

• Time: Meet at CtK at 10:30 a.m. and return to CtK by 

6:00/6:15-ish 

• Cost: tubing tickets and lunch covered by CtK 

Please note that parents will need to sign a waiver for the kids 

who are attending the event. 
 

Great Falls Philharmonic Concert: __________________________  

Sunday, February 1st, at 3:00 p.m., CtK Sanctuary 

Great Falls Philharmonic presents Resonance with Robert 

Rocheteau and the Philharmonic Quartet. The marimba takes 

center stage as Robert Rocheteau and the Philharmonic String 

Quartet perform classic works alongside underperformed 

gems. The program includes one of Beethoven’s epic string 

quartets. Click here for tickets!  
 

Recruiting Choir Members, Handbell Ringers & Other 

Musicians_________________________________________________  

Music has always been a special part of CtK – please join us! If 

you are interested in joining our choir or newly revived 

handbell group, or would like to play an instrument as a part of 

our worship services, please contact Paul Park at 

ppark117@gmail.com 
 

Sign Up for Altar Flowers in 2026 ____________________________  

Please sign up on the Altar Flower chart in the narthex. As a 

reminder, altar flowers in honor, memory, or celebration of a 

loved one and/or event are available for purchase for $60. 

Please sign up for flowers in the narthex at least one Sunday in 

advance. Dedications for the announcement sheet need to be 

emailed to either Karen or Kim no later than Tuesday of the 

week the flowers will be displayed. 
 

Prayers for the Congregation ______________________________  

The Veitenthal family as they mourn the death of their 

mother/grandmother/great-grandmother, Barbara. 

For healing: Peggy Borden; Lynda & Roger Hammel; Pat & 

Carol Murphy; Karen Magley; Vivienne Wardian 
 

AT CTK THIS WEEK 

January 11 – January 18 

 

Sunday, January 11 
8:30 a.m.—In-person Worship 

9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

9:45 a.m.—Adult Forum, In-person & Zoom 

11:00 a.m.—In-person Worship 

(streaming available on Facebook Live) 

7:00 p.m.—AA 

 

Tuesday, January 13 
7:00 a.m.—Men’s Breakfast, la Madeleine 

10.45 a.m.—KKP Chapel 
 

Wednesday, January 14 
10:45 a.m.—KKP Chapel 

7:30 p.m.—Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, January 15 
Ministry Reports Due 

 

Saturday, January 17 
7:00 p.m.—AA 

 

Sunday, January 18 
8:30 a.m.—In-person Worship 

9:45 a.m.—Hearts for Heroes 

11:00 a.m.—In-person Worship 

(streaming available on Facebook Live) 

7:00 p.m.—AA 

 

 

CHRIST THE KING & KKP STAFF 
 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Sandy Kessinger 

pastor@gflutheran.org 

Music Director & Organist: Paul Park 

ppark117@gmail.com 

Administrator: Karen Utter  

admin@gflutheran.org 

Bookkeeper: Patti Burger  

book.keeper@gflutheran.org 

Youth Admin: Karen Anderson 

youthadmin@gflutheran.org 

Communications Coord: Kim Buckingham 

comms@gflutheran.org 

KKP & Christian Ed Director: Heidi Toloczko 

heidi.toloczko@gflutheran.org  
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GATHERING __________________________________________  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke 
life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 

The service continues on the following page. 

 

 

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Office: 703-759-6068 

Hours: Mon – Wed, 10:00 – 3:00  

10550 Georgetown Pike King’s Kids Preschool: 703-759-6935 
Great Falls, VA 22066 Website: gflutheran.org 

Baptism of Our Lord • Matthew 3:13-17 
“This is . . . my Beloved, on whom my favour rests.” How would we feel, how would we react, would 

we live, if we were to truly let these words soak into our lives? It seems to me that we would see just 
how deeply these words could be lived out by observing the life of a faithful steward. 
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GATHERING HYMN: ELW 310 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God ELW page 158 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be 
your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORD ______________________________________________  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9 

R: A reading from Isaiah. 
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 

my spirit upon him;   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he 

will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 

4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the 
coastlands wait for his teaching. 

5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and 
spirit to those who walk in it: 

6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept 
you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the 
eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 
who sit in darkness. 

8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they 

spring forth, I tell you of them. 

The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 29 said responsively 

The Reader (R) says the regular text;  
the Congregation (C) says the bold text. 

R: 1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

C: 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

R: 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the 
mighty waters. 

C: 4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

R: 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

C: 6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

R: 7 The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

C: 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

R: 9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the 
temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

C: 10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

R: 11 O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. 
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SECOND LESSON: Acts 10:34-43 

R: A reading from Acts. 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 
41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 

The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia  ELW page 160 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: 13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 The gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  The Rev. Sandy Kessinger 

Silence for meditation may follow the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 304 Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  said in unison 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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Please sit or kneel as you are comfortable for our time of prayer. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

 Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in 
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim 
hope in a broken world. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us an 
urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of violent 
retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution. 
Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those seeking 
asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill 
especially those on our prayer list and those we name in our hearts. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ by 
loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are 
homebound. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Open our hearts and minds as we seek your guidance while in our 
call process. Unite us in purpose. Help us to remain faithful to our mission as we discern your 
will. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who have 
gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying Peace be with you as you shake hands or 
embrace. Please be seated following the sharing of the peace. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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MEAL ______________________________________________  
OFFERING AND MUSICAL OFFERING 

Make checks payable to “Christ the King Lutheran Church”.  
Contributions go toward the ministries and programs of Christ the King Lutheran Church. 

OFFERING AND REGATHERING  Christ the King Handbell Choir 

OFFERING PRAYER  

A: Let us pray.  

 God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to 
feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 
leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ELW page 162 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: Lamb of God  ELW page 164 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION WITH MUSICAL OFFERING 

Instructions for communion distribution will be given at this time. 

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those who have not received 
instruction or who wish not to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.  
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 512 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body 

and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our 
lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING ____________________________________________  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The service continues on the following page. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 396 Spirit of Gentleness 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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 Pastor The Rev. Sandy Kessinger Pastor@gflutheran.org 

Music Director & Organist Paul Park ppark117@gmail.com 

Administrator Karen Utter admin@gflutheran.org 

Bookkeeper Patti Burger Book.keeper@gflutheran.org 

Communications 
Coordinator 

Kim Buckingham comms@gflutheran.org 

Youth Admin Karen Anderson youthadmin@gflutheran.org 

KKP & Christian Ed Director Heidi Toloczko heidi.toloczko@gflutheran.org 
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