
 

 

O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES 
by Katherine I. Bates 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

Great Falls, Virginia 
July 5, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 

Our vision is to be a vibrant community of Jesus’ disciples,  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring God’s grace into our world. 
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ELW refers to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal in the pew. W&P refers to  
Worship & Praise. ACS refers to All Creation Sings. 

A: indicates Assisting Minister; L: indicates Leader; P: indicates Presiding Minister;  
C: indicates Congregation.  

At places where the ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in remembrance of  
your baptism. 

 

Should you need to use an enlarged order of service, complete with Bible 
readings and hymns, you will find several in black binders just outside 
the sanctuary. 

 

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Office: 703-759-6068 

Hours: Mon – Wed, 10:00 – 3:00  

10550 Georgetown Pike King’s Kids Preschool: 703-759-6935 
Great Falls, VA 22066 Website: gflutheran.org 

 
 Pastor The Rev. Sandy Kessinger Pastor@gflutheran.org 

Music Director & Organist Paul Park ppark117@gmail.com 

Administrator Karen Utter admin@gflutheran.org 

Bookkeeper TBD book.keeper@gflutheran.org 

Communications Coordinator Kim Buckingham comms@gflutheran.org 

Youth Admin Karen Anderson youthadmin@gflutheran.org 

KKP Director Katelyn Merchant kkp@gflutheran.org 

A few notes about worship: 

• We are glad to have children in worship. We also know that children sometimes need 
to move and express themselves in ways that the service (and the pews) don’t 
accommodate. There is a family break room/nursery available with toys, a rocking 
chair, changing table, and other items. It is staffed during Sunday School and the 
worship service, but you are free to use it as needed. 

 To find the family break room, turn left in the foyer and go past the doors leading to the 
parking lot. It’s the first door on the left down the hall. 

• The worship service is streamed live on Facebook. The camera angles are set so that 
worshipers’ faces are never seen on camera (the camera may occasionally pick up the 
back of the heads of those sitting in the front rows); only those leading worship from the 
chancel, lectern, piano, and organ are ever shown fully or face-on. 

http://www.gflutheran.org/
mailto:Pastor.Hank@gflutheran.org


 
    

     

Christ the King Lutheran Church Sixth Sunday After Pentecost July 5, 2026  

 
 

CtK Red Cross Blood Drive, Thursday, July 16 ___________  

Our next blood drive will be on Thursday, July 16, 1:00 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. in Gysan Hall. Please click here to sign up to donate 

on the Red Cross website. Donors will receive a Fandango 

Movie Reward by email! We need 30 donors to be able to host 

the blood drive. We need help with setup at noon and cleanup at 

6:00 p.m. We also need some home-baked goods, please. 

Questions? Please call Melody Starya Mobley at (571) 276-7356. 
 

Cornerstones Backpack Drive 2026 _____________________  
Christ the King is once again collecting backpacks to support the 

Cornerstones backpack drive for children. The backpacks should 

be new, elementary, middle, and high school age-appropriate, 

and large enough to accommodate pocket folders, notebooks, 

and pencil boxes. No wheels. No corporate branding. Please 

bring the backpacks and place them in the basket labeled 

"Backpacks" in the narthex. The deadline is Sunday, July 26. 

Questions? Please call Suzanne Gaibler at 703-851-5600. 
 

The Alzheimer's Association Summer Fundraiser ________  

This year, the Alzheimer's Association’s fundraiser is "Do What 

You Love to End Alz" (formerly “The Longest Day”). As we 

have for the past ten years, Christ the King's Service Team is 

supporting the Alzheimer's Association and the large number of 

loved ones who have been affected by memory loss diseases. 

Please fill out a sticker in the name of your family members or 

friends and stick it on the tablecloth.  

 

We are asking for donations to “End Alz”. To make an online 

donation, please click here for the link to Karen Magley’s 

donation page (preferred donation method). For a cash 

donation, please give it to Karen personally including your 

name, address, phone number, and email address.  

To use a check, make it out to the Alzheimer's Association and put 

it in the box on the END ALZ table in the narthex with your 

name, address, email address, and phone number or mail it to 

Karen Magley at 11608 Holly Briar Lane, Great Falls VA with that information.  
 

Today’s Altar Flowers ___________________________________  

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bill and Janet Hiatt in loving memory of Bill’s brother, Rex 

Hiatt. 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 
www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org 

  

 
www.instagram.com/gflutheran 

Christ the King Lutheran Church is a 
congregation of the Metro DC Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to know more about 
Christ the King or are interested in living 
out your discipleship as a member of this 
community, please contact the church 
office at (703)759-6068. 

If you would like to be on our email list to 
receive our weekly newsletter, please 
contact the church office at (703)759-6068 
or visit our website: gflutheran.org.  

CALENDAR 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://events.alz.org/fundraisers/karenmagley/bridge-heroes
http://www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org
http://www.instagram.com/gflutheran
http://www.gflutheran.org/


 

Vacation Bible School at Christ the King: July 27-31 ____  

Christ the King will partner with Abiding Presence Lutheran 

Church (Burke) to offer VBS at Christ the King during the week of 

July 27-31, 12:00-3:00 p.m. each day. Each day, groups of similarly 

aged kids will rotate through stations such as games, art, science, 

snack, life-size board games, and Bible adventures.  

 

Click here to register your child or to volunteer to help.  

 

Questions? Please contact Antonia Siebert at 

antonia.c.siebert@gmail.com  
 

Honey Harvest Festival: Sunday, August 30_____________  

Christ the King is hosting our Fourth Annual Honey Harvest 

Festival on Sunday, August 30, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. This family-

friendly event will have craft vendors, a petting zoo, baked goods 

and honey for sale, a Rocklands Barbecue food truck, and outdoor 

music.  

 

At 5:00 pm, please join us for a Great Falls Philharmonic children’s 

concert, "Peter and the Wolf." Tickets are required for the concert 

and can be purchased here: www.gfphil.org/upcoming 
 

Prayers for the Congregation _________________________  

Please pray for the Saba family as they mourn the death of Peter’s 

mother, Heidi Maria Saba. 

Linda McMillen asks for prayers for healing for Angie 

Froscheiser. If anyone has any questions, please call Linda at 

703-868-8114. 

David Whelan asks for prayers for his sister Virginia Peters 

who is battling a recurring cancer. 

For healing: Lynda & Roger Hammel; Karen Magley; 

Pat & Carol Murphy; Vivienne Wardian 

 

Summer Lay Helper Sign Up Genius _____________________  

Please click here to sign up to help with our services.  
 
 

This Morning’s Lay Helpers 

10:00 a.m. 

Asst Minister – Joni Holeman 

Lector – Kristine Heine 

Greeter/Usher – Open 

Refreshments – Open 

Counters – Open 

AT CTK THIS WEEK 

July 5 – July 12 

 

Sunday, July 5 

8:45 a.m.—Adult Forum, In-person & Zoom 

10:00 a.m.—In-person Worship 

(streaming available on Facebook Live) 

7:00 p.m.—AA 

 

Tuesday, July 7 

7:00 a.m.—Men’s Breakfast, la Madeleine 
 

Thursday, July 9 

7:00 p.m.—AA 
 

Saturday, July 11 

7:00 p.m.—AA 

 

Sunday, July 12 

8:45 a.m.—Adult Forum, In-person & Zoom 

10:00 a.m.—In-person Worship 

(streaming available on Facebook Live) 

7:00 p.m.—AA 

 
 

 

CHRIST THE KING & KKP STAFF 
 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Sandy Kessinger 

pastor@gflutheran.org 

Music Director & Organist: Paul Park 

ppark117@gmail.com 

Administrator: Karen Utter  

admin@gflutheran.org 

Bookkeeper: TBD 

 book.keeper@gflutheran.org 

Youth Admin: Karen Anderson 

youthadmin@gflutheran.org 

Communications Coord: Kim Buckingham 

comms@gflutheran.org 

KKP Director: Katelyn Merchant 

kkp@gflutheran.org  

https://vbspro.events/p/christtheking2026
mailto:antonia.c.siebert@gmail.com
http://www.gfphil.org/upcoming
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AFA928A0FEC16-61473666-winterspring/4843457#/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87991669481?pwd=Q2lEeGtaT3A2ZU9lSWZDT3daWmtPQT09
https://www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87991669481?pwd=Q2lEeGtaT3A2ZU9lSWZDT3daWmtPQT09
https://www.facebook.com/gflutheran.org/
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GATHERING __________________________________________  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary, 
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us bring every burden to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of all mercy, 

C:  we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within ourselves and our 
communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in us. We 
lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and  
courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

P: God forgives you all your sins through the death and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior, and by the power of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you to do what is good and 
right. 

C: Amen. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS003756. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Psalm 145. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
As the Grains of Wheat. Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
God Bless Our Native Land. Public domain. 
In Christ There Is No East or West. Public domain. 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil. Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies. Public domain. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727861. All rights reserved. Used by Permission. CCLI License #48432017. 
Cover Art. US Semiquincentennial, July 2026 © 2026 Christ the King Lutheran Church, Great Falls, VA. All rights reserved. 

Pentecost 6 • Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
It’s difficult to find many these days who don’t feel “overburdened.” We all seem to have a great deal  

on our “plates.” Jesus reminds us that the faithful steward is the one who comes  
to Jesus and asks him to share the burden. 
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GATHERING HYMN: ELW 650 In Christ There Is No East or West 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God ELW page 204  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORD ______________________________________________  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST LESSON: Zechariah 9:9-12 

R: A reading from Zechariah. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the 
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion 
shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners 
free from the waterless pit. 

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double. 

The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14 said responsively 

The Reader (R) says the regular text; the Congregation (C) says the bold text. 

R: 8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C: 9 Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 

R: 10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

C: 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 

R: 12 that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

C: 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

R: 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 7:15-25a 

R: A reading from Romans. 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing  
I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no 
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does not 
dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but 
not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within 
me. 

 21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this  
body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia  ELW page 205 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

  17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not 
mourn.’ 

  18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

  20 Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been 
done because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be 
exalted to heaven? 

  No, you will be brought down to Hades. 

  “For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 

  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
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  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 The gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  The Rev. Sandy Kessinger 

Silence for meditation may follow the sermon. 

 

 

 

The worship service continues on the following page. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 888 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  said in unison 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please sit or kneel as you are comfortable for our time of prayer. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

 Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. Knit us 
together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to 
witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and 
lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to the 
western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As 
we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and 
enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own 
divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people that 
delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of 
independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and 
curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may 
flourish. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with 
poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; 
those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted. 
Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we name on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now (a brief silence). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for 
protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died 
ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates, 
and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and with saints of 
every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying Peace be with you as you shake hands or 
embrace. Please be seated following the sharing of the peace. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

MEAL _______________________________________________  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

Make checks payable to “Christ the King Lutheran Church”.  
Contributions go toward the ministries and programs of Christ the King Lutheran Church. 

OFFERING AND REGATHERING SONG: ELW 512 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

 Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and winepresses, for 
our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer 
into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ELW page 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P: Holy God,  

Within the vast reaches you splashed into being, you formed our star and this planet: purple 
mountains, fruited plains, crystal waters, towering forests, gleaming mines. Here you 
fashioned human beings in our infinite variety and hue, yet each one created equal, to care for 
one another and our earthly home. 

In a time of peace enforced by the cruelty of the Roman empire, you came in Jesus to share 
our life. Born under the rule of a merciless king, Jesus revealed the merciful realm of God. 
Moving across borders to people broken and oppressed, Jesus brought healing, restoration, 
and freedom. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension to rule with love forever, 
we declare the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: God, shed your grace on us. Shower your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on 
your people gathered this day. Ignite in us the flame of freedom— freedom from prejudice, 
from supremacy, from fear; freedom for acceptance, for welcome, for the shalom that you 
have first shown to us. 

Yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the everlasting kingdom, the peaceable power, 
and the humble glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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 Lamb of God  ELW page 146 

 

DISTRIBUTION WITH MUSICAL OFFERING 

Instructions for communion distribution will be given at this time. All who seek God and a deeper 
life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those who have not received instruction or 

who wish not to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.  
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 465 As the Grains of Wheat 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray.  

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the very gift of 
Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our 
common life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads us now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING ____________________________________________  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 891 God Bless Our Native Land 

 

DISMISSAL  

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 


