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The Battle of Jericho, Week 1

Scripture Reference: Joshua 6:1–20
Lesson Focus: Count by seven.


Gather (10 minutes)

Center Time
Spark Resources 
•    Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho A

Supplies 
•    Building blocks
•    Blank paper
•    Markers or crayons

You may choose to set up one or both of these creative play centers where kids can play as they arrive in your classroom. Have helpers in each center to help children with the activities. Kids can stay in one center or travel to more than one.

Build Them Up—Knock Them Down

Set Up: Set up the blocks where kids will have a flat surface. Make sure they have a safe place to knock the blocks over.

Joshua and his friends were stopped by a big wall. God was not stopped. God helped Joshua knock the wall down. Let's use the blocks to build a wall and knock it down again. We can build and knock down the wall as many times as we want. Be aware that some kids may not want to knock down the walls they created.

Coloring Center
Provide copies of Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho A, blank paper, and markers or crayons for each kid. Be sure to write their names on their drawings before they move to Circle Time.

When all kids have arrived and have had time to participate in at least one center, say, Since we are talking about Joshua and the wall, when you hear the blocks clap together, that will be our signal to clean up the toys and come to the story area. Be sure to clap the blocks where everyone can hear them.

Circle Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Basket
•    Small miscellaneous items, seven of each

Set Up: Put the items you have brought in the basket.

I have a lot of things in my basket. Let's see if we can count them together. Count the similar items slowly. Isn't that interesting? We have the same number of everything in our basket. That number is seven. We must be talking about sevens today. I'm excited to see what we are going to do, aren't you?

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Small pictures of things to thank God for

Set Up: Set each picture under a block in the center of your prayer circle.

Let's pray together using our blocks. We are going to take turns lifting up a block and then we will thank God for the thing under the block. I'll go first. Look, my picture has a family on it. Thank you, God, for families. Who will go next? When we're done, let's say amen together.

Open the Bible (10 minutes)

The Battle of Jericho Storytelling
Spark Resources
•    Spark Story Bible

Supplies
•    None

Have kids sit down for the story. Let's gather in our story circle. Follow me and do what I do. Clap with me. One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven! We can clap seven times! How about stamping our feet? Stand up and stamp with me. One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven! Let's do elbow bumping. Bump your elbow on your knee seven times. One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven! Let's try silent finger taps. One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven!

Now it is time to sit down and listen to our story. Our story today is about the number seven. Joshua and his friends wanted to live in the city God had told them about. There was a big wall in their way. They needed God's help to get the wall down. God told them to walk around the city once each day for six days. One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! On the seventh day, they were to walk around seven times. One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven! Then the seven priests blew their seven horns and the wall came falling down! Let's count to seven one more time! One! Two! Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven!

Now let's sit quietly and read the story in our Spark Story Bible.

Take out your Spark Story Bible and open to The Battle of Jericho on pages 102–105. Read the story out loud and point to the corresponding pictures. Look for Squiggles the caterpillar in each picture. Ask kids what they think Squiggles is feeling or doing. Encourage them to make a face or move like Squiggles.

Ask the following questions, allowing time for kids to answer:

What is our special number today? (seven)
How many priests were there? (seven)
How many times did Joshua and the people walk around Jericho? (seven)

Activate Faith (25 minutes)

game: Block Relay
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Baskets or buckets

Set Up: Set the blocks at one end of the play area and the baskets or buckets at the other.

We have been talking about Joshua and his friends by the big wall. We are going to play a game with blocks like the ones in a brick wall. Line up in two lines. The first person in line will pick up a block from the pile and run down to put it in the bucket. They will run back as fast as they can and the next person will carry a block down to the bucket. Keep taking turns until everyone has carried a block to the bucket. After kids get the hang of it, they could build a wall with the blocks instead of just tossing them in the bucket. Encourage kids to cheer for all the runners on both teams.

art: Seven Felt Board
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Cardboard or cereal boxes
•    Different colors of felt
•    Scissors
•    Glue
•    Foam brush
•    Permanent marker
•    Heavy book

Set Up: Cut the cardboard (cereal boxes would work) into a rectangle about 10" X 12" (25 cm X 30 cm). Cut felt pieces the same size as the cardboard. Cut the remaining felt into triangles of different sizes and colors. Each kid needs seven triangles.

We are going to make a felt board today. We will be able to make all kinds of designs and pictures with our felt boards. Pass each kid a piece of cardboard and a piece of felt the same size. I will give each of you some glue. Use the brush like this to spread the glue. Show the kids how to use the foam brush to spread the glue all over the cardboard. Spread the glue all over your board so the felt really sticks. Help the kids write their names on the back of their boards with the permanent marker. Let's stack our boards up and put them under this heavy book to keep them flat. While the boards are drying a little bit, talk about the felt pieces that will go on the boards. How many days did the people walk around the wall? How many times did they walk around on the last day? SEVEN! They walked around seven times. I am going to give you each seven triangles for your boards. Hand each kid seven triangles in a variety of colors and sizes. Let's get our boards and put the felt on them. There are lots of things we can make with our seven triangles. Let's try to make a cat. Or a house. How about a flower? What else can you make with your triangles? Let kids work with their boards for a while. When you are ready to move on, put the boards back under the heavy book to keep them flat while they dry.

snack: Seven!
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Pretzel twists
•    Juice
•    Cups
•    Napkins

Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.

Have kids wash up and help pass out snack supplies. We are talking about sevens today. We are going to have a seven snack. Count out loud so each kid gets seven pretzels. Pour kids some juice. Is a seven snack too big or too small? I wonder if the people got hungry while they walked around the wall. I wonder if they ate seven things while they were marching. Encourage kids to count their snacks as they eat.

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

Have kids sit down in a circle. We can count on God, can't we? God will help us just like God helped Joshua and his friends. Let's think of something that we need help with. Think of something you are worried about. It can be something big or something small. God will help us with all our worries. Grab a shoebox and pretend to put your worries inside. Watch me. Do you want to tell about your worry? Allow time for kids to respond. I'll share what I am worried about. Now that the worries are all inside the box, let's put the boxes back in the wall.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

We just put our worries in the boxes. Let's tell God about the things in the shoeboxes while we pray. I'll go first. Then we'll thank God for helping us with our worries. Give the kids a chance to pray about their worries and then say something like, Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers and helping us with the things that worry us. Let's all say amen together!

If your group hasn't already received this rotation's Family Page, send one home with each family.

The Battle of Jericho, Week 2

Scripture Reference: Joshua 6:1–20
Lesson Focus: Make some noise!


Gather (10 minutes)

Center Time
Spark Resources 
•    Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho B

Supplies 
•    Building blocks
•    Blank paper
•    Markers or crayons

You may choose to set up one or both of these creative play centers where kids can play as they arrive in your classroom. Have helpers in each center to help children with the activities. Kids can stay in one center or travel to more than one.

Build Them Up—Knock Them Down

Set Up: Set up the blocks where kids will have a flat surface. Make sure they have a safe place to knock the blocks over.

Joshua and his friends were stopped by a big wall. God was not stopped. God helped Joshua knock the wall down. Let's use the blocks to build a wall and knock it down again. We can build and knock down the wall as many times as we want. Be aware that some kids may not want to knock down the walls they created.

Coloring Center
Provide copies of Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho B, blank paper, and markers or crayons for each kid. Be sure to write their names on their drawings before they move to Circle Time.

When all kids have arrived and have had time to participate in at least one center, say, Since we are talking about Joshua and the wall, when you hear the blocks clap together, that will be our signal to clean up the toys and come to the story area. Be sure to clap the blocks where everyone can hear them.

Circle Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    None

Do what I do! Clap some simple rhythm patterns for kids to copy. If the patterns are about four beats long, they will be easy for kids to copy. Start simple and then make them a little more complicated. After kids have gotten the idea, start changing the volume of your clapping. We are clapping loudly and we are clapping quietly. God told Joshua and the people to make some noise. Which way would they clap? They would clap loudly, wouldn't they? Let's clap the way the God told Joshua and the people to clap!

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Small pictures of things to thank God for

Set Up: Set each picture under a block in the center of your prayer circle.

Let's pray together using our blocks. We are going to take turns lifting up a block and then we will thank God for the thing under the block. I'll go first. Look, my picture has a family on it. Thank you, God, for families. Who will go next? When we're done, let's say amen together.

Open the Bible (10 minutes)

The Battle of Jericho Storytelling
Spark Resources
•    Spark Story Bible

Supplies
•    Musical instruments such as triangles, wood blocks, horns

Give kids the musical instruments. We're going to tell the story with music. If you have a triangle, please stand over here. You are the people walking around quietly. If you have a horn, you are the priests walking around with the horns and you can stand over here. If you are playing a wood block, you are part of the wall that will fall down. Let's have you stand in a row over here. Let's all practice playing our instruments. Let the kids make noise for a minute. Signal them to stop. When I point to your group, you can play your instrument.

Let's start our story. Once Joshua and his friends wanted to live in the city God had prepared for them. But the city had a big wall. Point to kids with the blocks and signal them to play. Signal them to stop. God told Joshua how to knock that wall down. God said to walk around the city every day. Point to the triangles. Triangles should play and walk around.

Joshua and his friends walked quietly around the city for six days. On the seventh day, they walked around seven times. They walked around with the priests who were carrying horns. Point to kids with the horns. Now you can play and walk around with Joshua and the people. Then God said that the priests should blow their horns so they blew them really loud. Horn players—make some noise!

God made the wall fall down. Wood block players can make the sounds of the wall falling down. Let's all play our instruments together and remember the loud noise that knocked down the wall! Let kids make noise for a few minutes.

Time to settle down and gather up the instruments. Please give the instruments back to me so we can read about Joshua and the wall in our Spark Story Bible.

Take out your Spark Story Bible and open to The Battle of Jericho on pages 102–105. Read the story out loud and point to the corresponding pictures. Look for Squiggles the caterpillar in each picture. Ask kids what they think Squiggles is feeling or doing. Encourage them to make a face or move like Squiggles.

Ask the following questions, allowing time for kids to answer:

Why did Joshua and the people want to live in Jericho? (God told them to.)
What did the people do that made the walls fall down? (marched around them seven times, blew their horns)

Activate Faith (25 minutes)

music: Ring Around the City
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    None

Set Up: Play and sing this song to the tune of "Ring Around the Rosie!"

Ring around the city. God will have no pity.
Making noise, then the wall falls down!

Ring around the city. Joshua leads the people.
Making noise, then the wall falls down!

Ring around the city. Trumpets blow. Horns sound.
Making noise, then the wall falls down.

Ring around the city. The people follow Joshua.
Making noise, then the wall falls down.

Make up your own verses if you would like.

art: "Make Some Noise" Makers
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Cardboard
•    Yarn
•    Glue
•    Colored tissue
•    Bells
•    Dowels
•    Masking tape

Set Up: Cut cardboard into 5" (13 cm) circles. Cut tissue in 1" (3 cm) squares. Cut the dowels in 6" (15 cm) lengths. Cut yarn into 4" (10 cm) lengths. Tie the yarn through the bells.

Everyone needs one cardboard circle, one dowel, a few bells, and some tissue squares. God told Joshua and his friends to walk around the wall and make lots of noise. We are going to make something today to make lots of noise. Show kids how to tape the dowel to the center of the cardboard circle. This will be the handle of our noisemakers. Show kids how to tape the ends of the yarn to the cardboard circles. I am going to put some glue on your noisemaker and you can stick some pretty tissue squares to it. That will cover up the masking tape and make our noisemakers more colorful. Set the noisemakers aside to dry. Show kids how to roll the dowel back and forth between their hands quickly enough to make the bells hit the cardboard circle to make some noise!

(An illustration for this activity can be found in the corresponding PDF, page 176.)

snack: Horn Snacks
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Bugle-shaped snacks
•    Dip
•    Spoon
•    Napkins
•    Cups
•    Water

Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.

Have kids wash up and help pass out the snack supplies. Put a few bugle-shaped snacks on each napkin. God told Joshua and his friends to blow the trumpets and make lots of noise. We're having a snack shaped like the trumpets they used. When we eat this snack we can think of Joshua and his friends marching around the wall and blowing their horns. Spoon a little dip on each kid's napkin. I don't think Joshua and his friends dipped their horns in dip, but we can make our horns taste even better with a little dip. Pour water into cups for kids to drink.

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

Have kids sit down in a circle. We can count on God, can't we? God will help us just like God helped Joshua and his friends. Let's think of something that we need help with. Think of something you are worried about. It can be something big or something small. God will help us with all our worries. Grab a shoebox and pretend to put your worries inside. Watch me. Do you want to tell about your worry? Allow time for kids to respond. I'll share what I am worried about. Now that the worries are all inside the box, let's put the boxes back in the wall.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

We just put our worries in the boxes. Let's tell God about the things in the shoeboxes while we pray. I'll go first. Then we'll thank God for helping us with our worries. Give kids a chance to pray about their worries and then say something like, Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers and helping us with the things that worry us. Let's all say amen together!

If your group hasn't already received this rotation's Family Page, send one home with each family.

The Battle of Jericho, Week 3

Scripture Reference: Joshua 6:1–20
Lesson Focus: Marching for God


Gather (10 minutes)

Center Time
Spark Resources 
•    Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho C

Supplies
•    Building blocks
•    Blank paper
•    Markers or crayons

You may choose to set up one or both of these creative play centers where kids can play as they arrive in your classroom. Have helpers in each center to help children with the activities. Kids can stay in one center or travel to more than one.

Build Them Up—Knock Them Down

Set Up: Set up the blocks where kids will have a flat surface. Make sure they have a safe place to knock the blocks over.

Joshua and his friends were stopped by a big wall. God was not stopped. God helped Joshua knock the wall down. Let's use the blocks to build a wall and knock it down again. We can build and knock down the wall as many times as we want. Be aware that some kids may not want to knock down the walls they created.

Coloring Center
Provide copies of Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho C, blank paper, and markers or crayons for each kid. Be sure to write their names on their drawings before they move to Circle Time.

When all kids have arrived and have had time to participate in at least one center, say, Since we are talking about Joshua and the wall, when you hear the blocks clap together, that will be our signal to clean up the toys and come to the story area. Be sure to clap the blocks where everyone can hear them.

Circle Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    None

Do what I do! Let's march around our circle once. Follow the friend in front of you single file, just like God told Joshua and his friends. March after me and I will lead you around the circle. You could add some music to march by.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Small pictures of things to thank God for

Set Up: Set each picture under a block in the center of your prayer circle.

Let's pray together using our blocks. We are going to take turns lifting up a block and then we will thank God for the thing under the block. I'll go first. Look, my picture has a family on it. Thank you, God, for families. Who will go next? When we're done, let's say amen together.

Open the Bible (10 minutes)

The Battle of Jericho Storytelling 
Spark Resources
•    Spark Story Bible

Supplies
•    None

Make sure kids have space around them as they sit in the story circle. We are going to talk about Joshua today. Joshua and his friends wanted to live in a new city called Jericho. We are going to pretend that our fingers are the people. Make your fingers walk like mine on the floor. Walk and walk to the new city. But the city had a wall around it. Pretend to bump your fingers up against a wall. God told Joshua that he and his friends should walk around the city. Walk your fingers in a circle on the floor. God told Joshua to talk around the city every day for six days. Walk in a circle six times. On the seventh day, God told Joshua to walk around the city seven times and to blow horns and make noise. Let's walk our fingers around. And the wall fell down! YEAH! Make your fingers celebrate and wiggle like mine.

Now let's settle down and listen to the story of Joshua and the wall in our Spark Story Bible.

Take out your Spark Story Bible and open to The Battle of Jericho on pages 102–105. Read the story out loud and point to the corresponding pictures. Look for Squiggles the caterpillar in each picture. Ask kids what they think Squiggles is feeling or doing. Encourage them to make a face or move like Squiggles.

Ask the following questions, allowing time for kids to answer:

Why did Joshua and the people walk around the city?
How did they feel when the walls came tumbling down?

Activate Faith (25 minutes)

game: Who Has the Noisemaker?
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Noisemaker

Invite kids to sit in a circle. Choose someone to be "It." The kid you choose can go to the center of the circle. Sneak someone the noisemaker. Have the person hold it behind his or her back. Joshua and his friends were quiet when God told them to be quiet and very loud when God said to be loud. Someone in the circle has a noisemaker. The kid who goes in the center of the circle must shut his or her eyes. We'll be passing the noisemaker around and the one who is "It" will try to guess who made the noise. Let kids pass the noisemaker. Have them stop and the last kid with the noisemaker should shake it a little bit. Let the kid who is "It" guess a few times. If the kid who is "It" doesn't guess quickly, give hints or choose someone else to be in the center of the circle.

art: Circle Painting
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Paint
•    Drop cloths
•    Paper
•    Paint shirts
•    Circle stickers
•    Circle shapes (cookie cutters, paper towel tubes, cups, candles, paintbrush handles) 

Set Up: Use the drop cloth to cover your work area. Cut the paper towel tube into 1" (2.5 cm) lengths.

Help kids put on paint shirts. Pass out paper and make sure everyone can reach the paint easily. God told Joshua to march around the city walls. The people marched around in circles. They marched around and around and around. We are going to make a circle painting to remind us of Joshua and his friends marching in circles. Show kids how to dip the circle items in the paint and make circle shapes on their papers. Let's make big circles and little circles. Let's make circles in many colors. Encourage kids to overlap their circle shapes and to use lots of colors. You could add some circle shapes that you punch or cut out or some circle stickers.

snack: Gelatin Blocks
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Flavored gelatin
•    Cups
•    Napkins
•    Spoons

Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.

Set Up: The night before, make finger gelatin, using half the water called for on the box. Pour the gelatin into a cake pan and refrigerate to harden. Cut into cubes.

Have kids wash up and help pass out the snack items. Give each kid a few finger gelatin blocks. Encourage them to stack and build with their own blocks. Let them gently knock them down. Keep the blocks on their napkins. Joshua and his friends wanted to knock down a big wall. God had a plan for them. Build a wall with your gelatin blocks before you eat them. It would be easy to knock down a wall made of gelatin! It was not easy to knock down a wall of bricks. Who helped Joshua knock down the wall? (God) God did, that's right!

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

Have kids sit down in a circle. We can count on God, can't we? God will help us just like God helped Joshua and his friends. Let's think of something that we need help with. Think of something you are worried about. It can be something big or something small. God will help us with all our worries. Grab a shoebox and pretend to put your worries inside. Watch me. Do you want to tell about your worry? Allow time for kids to respond. I'll share what I am worried about. Now that the worries are all inside the box, let's put the boxes back in the wall.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

We just put our worries in the boxes. Let's tell God about the things in the shoeboxes while we pray. I'll go first. Then we'll thank God for helping us with our worries. Give kids a chance to pray about their worries and then say something like, Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers and helping us with the things that worry us. Let's all say amen together!

If your group hasn't already received this rotation's Family Page, send one home with each family.

The Battle of Jericho, Week 4

Scripture Reference: Joshua 6:1–20
Lesson Focus: Waiting . . .


Gather (10 minutes)

Center Time
Spark Resources 
•    Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho D

Supplies 
•    Small counting items (buttons, plastic animals, blocks, rocks)
•    Containers to hold the counting items
•    Blank paper
•    Markers or crayons

You may choose to set up one or both of these creative play centers where kids can play as they arrive in your classroom. Have helpers in each center to help children with the activities. Kids can stay in one center or travel to more than one.

Counting Time
Our story for the next few weeks will be about Joshua. God will give Joshua important instructions to follow. Joshua needs to count carefully. I brought some things for us to count. We can count like Joshua. Let kids sort and count the items you have brought. 

Coloring Center
Provide copies of Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho D, blank paper, and markers or crayons for each kid. Be sure to write their names on their drawings before they move to Circle Time.

When all kids have arrived and have had time to participate in at least one center, say, Since we are talking about Joshua and the wall, when you hear the blocks clap together, that will be our signal to clean up the toys and come to the story area. Be sure to clap the blocks where everyone can hear them.

Circle Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Egg timer

Set the egg timer for about two minutes. We are going to start as soon as the timer tells us it is time. Let's sit here quietly and wait. Drum your fingers. Hum, wiggle impatiently. Waiting sure is hard. I am not having fun waiting. Are you having fun waiting? I think we have waited long enough, don't you? What fun is waiting? Continue to wait for the timer to go off. God told the people to wait. I wonder if it was hard for Joshua and his friends to be patient.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Small pictures of things to thank God for

Set Up: Set each picture under a block in the center of your prayer circle.

Let's pray together using our blocks. We are going to take turns lifting up a block and then we will thank God for the thing under the block. I'll go first. Look, my picture has a family on it. Thank you, God, for families. Who will go next? When we're done, let's say amen together.

Open the Bible (10 minutes)

The Battle of Jericho Storytelling
Spark Resources
•    Spark Story Bible

Supplies
•    Bible-time costumes
•    Shoeboxes

Set Up: Stack the shoeboxes to form a wall.

Help the kids get into their costumes. They can be as simple as a cloth on their shoulders or a sash. We are going to act out the story today. We are all people of God who are following Joshua. Let's walk. We have been walking for a long time. We can see Jericho. God wants us to go into Jericho, but we can't get in. There is a big, big wall. Walk up to the shoebox wall. God has a plan. We have to wait to go inside the wall. Wait for a little while. First we have to walk around the wall quietly. Then we have to wait. Wait for a little while. Then we walk around the wall again. Then we wait. Wait for a little while. Then we walk. Then we wait. Wait for a little while. We do that six times. The seventh time, we walk and walk and walk. Then we blow our horns and then we shout and the wall comes down. Let the kids knock over the shoebox wall.

Let's take our costumes off and settle down to listen while I read the story from our Spark Story Bible.

Take out your Spark Story Bible and open to The Battle of Jericho on pages 102–105. Read the story out loud and point to the corresponding pictures. Look for Squiggles the caterpillar in each picture. Ask kids what they think Squiggles is feeling or doing. Encourage them to make a face or move like Squiggles.

Ask the following questions, allowing time for kids to answer:

How did the people know what to do? (Joshua) How did Joshua know? (God told him.)
How much noise do you think they made blowing their horns and shouting?

Activate Faith (25 minutes)

music: Rhythm Noisemakers
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Film canisters
•    Beans
•    Colored masking tape
•    CD player
•    Kids' praise CD

Put the beans in the film canisters and tape shut with the colored masking tape. Make a noisemaker for each kid. Play the praise CD and use the rhythm noisemakers to keep the beat. You could pass out other rhythm instruments for kids to play, as well. Play until the kids tire of making music-noise!

art: Wait for It Clay
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Air-drying modeling clay
•    Small paper plates

God told Joshua to wait until the time was right and the wall would fall down. Joshua and the people had to wait. It is not easy to wait, is it? We are going to make a project out of clay. We will have to wait for it to dry. It will take time for it to get hard. We will have to be patient just like Joshua and the people. Cut or tear the clay into pieces and let kids work with it to warm it up. Let them create anything they want to with their clay. Give a few suggestions if there are kids who cannot think of anything. Send the clay home on the small paper plates. Leave your clay creation on the paper plate to dry at home. Remember to be patient like Joshua! Once your clay creation is dry, you can paint it at home or you can leave it just plain.

snack: Tick Tock Snack
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Round cookies
•    Frosting
•    Craft sticks or plastic knives
•    Thin red licorice strips
•    Decorative candies
•    Cups
•    Napkins
•    Water

Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.

Set Up: Cut the licorice strips into short segments. These will be the hands on the clock. The candies will be the numbers.

Have kids wash up. Give each kid a cookie and a blob of frosting. Let's use our craft sticks to spread our frosting on our cookies. Give each kid several candies. Put the candies around the outside of your cookie. Give each kid two strips of licorice. Show them how to put the licorice on the cookie like hands on an old-fashioned clock. God had a plan for Joshua and his friends. Joshua had to do things when God told him to. He had to follow God's plan. Joshua wanted to follow God. He waited and listened to God. When we are waiting, sometimes we watch a clock. I wonder what Joshua did while he was waiting. Pour water into cups for kids to drink.

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time 
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

Have kids sit down in a circle. We can count on God, can't we? God will help us just like God helped Joshua and his friends. Let's think of something that we need help with. Think of something you are worried about. It can be something big or something small. God will help us with all our worries. Grab a shoebox and pretend to put your worries inside. Watch me. Do you want to tell about your worry? Allow time for kids to respond. I'll share what I am worried about. Now that the worries are all inside the box, let's put the boxes back in the wall.

Prayer Time 
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

We just put our worries in the boxes. Let's tell God about the things in the shoeboxes while we pray. I'll go first. Then we'll thank God for helping us with our worries. Give kids a chance to pray about their worries and then say something like, Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers and helping us with the things that worry us. Let's all say amen together!

If your group hasn't already received this rotation's Family Page, send one home with each family.

The Battle of Jericho, Week 5

Scripture Reference: Joshua 6:1–20
Lesson Focus: Walls come crashing down.


Gather (10 minutes)

Center Time
Spark Resources 
•    Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho E

Supplies 
•    Small counting items (buttons, plastic animals, blocks, rocks)
•    Containers to hold the counting items
•    Blank paper
•    Markers or crayons

You may choose to set up one or both of these creative play centers where kids can play as they arrive in your classroom. Have helpers in each center to help children with the activities. Kids can stay in one center or travel to more than one.

Counting Time
Our story for the next few weeks will be about Joshua. God will give Joshua important instructions to follow. Joshua needs to count carefully. I brought some things for us to count. We can count like Joshua. Let the kids sort and count the items you have brought. 

Coloring Center
Provide copies of Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho E, blank paper, and markers or crayons for each kid. Be sure to write their names on their drawings before they move to Circle Time.

When all kids have arrived and have had time to participate in at least one center, say, Since we are talking about Joshua and the wall, when you hear the blocks clap together, that will be our signal to clean up the toys and come to the story area. Be sure to clap the blocks where everyone can hear them.

Circle Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Dominoes

Set Up: Set up a few rows of dominoes on their edges.

I have a really nice wall of dominoes, don't I? What will happen if I knock them down? Who would like to try to knock the wall down? How many dominoes would you have to hit to make them all fall down? The people needed God's help to knock down the wall in Jericho, but we can knock down this wall all by ourselves, can't we? Set the wall up more than once and give all kids a chance to knock it down.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Small pictures of things to thank God for

Set Up: Set each picture under a block in the center of your prayer circle.

Let's pray together using our blocks. We are going to take turns lifting up a block and then we will thank God for the thing under the block. I'll go first. Look, my picture has a family on it. Thank you, God, for families. Who will go next? When we're done, let's say amen together.

Open the Bible (10 minutes)

The Battle of Jericho Storytelling
Spark Resources
•    Spark Story Bible

Supplies
•    Basket
•    Pencils with pencil top erasers attached
•    Ballpoint pen

Set Up: Use a ballpoint pen to draw eyes and a smile on the erasers. Set the puppets in the basket.

Pass the basket around so each kid gets a pencil puppet. We have silly puppets to help us tell the story today. Our puppets are friends of Joshua. They are going to a new city called Jericho. They are walking and walking. They have come a long way. Make your pencil puppet walk like this.

They walk until they come to a wall. Stop your puppets. They cannot get into Jericho. The wall is too high. They are waiting for God to tell them what to do. God tells Joshua to walk around the whole city, so they did. Make your pencil puppet walk around the city. They are walking around and around six times. On the seventh time, they blow their horns. And the wall falls down. Let's walk our puppets into the new city together. We are so happy to be in our new home.

Use the basket to collect the pencil puppets. We're going to put the puppets in the basket and settle in to read our story in the Spark Story Bible. You can either send the puppets home with kids or keep them for another day.

Take out your Spark Story Bible and open to The Battle of Jericho on pages 102–105. Read the story out loud and point to the corresponding pictures. Look for Squiggles the caterpillar in each picture. Ask kids what they think Squiggles is feeling or doing. Encourage them to make a face or move like Squiggles.

Ask the following questions, allowing time for kids to answer:

Joshua and the people did a lot of walking; do you think they got tired?
How do you think the people felt when they got to go into the city? Can you show me with your face?

Activate Faith (25 minutes)

game: Block Relay
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Baskets or buckets

Set Up: Set the blocks at one end of the play area and the baskets or buckets at the other.

We have been talking about Joshua and his friends by the big wall. We are going to play a game with blocks like the ones in a brick wall. Line up in two lines. The first person in line will pick up a block from the pile and run down to put it in the bucket. They will run back as fast as they can and the next person will carry a block down to the bucket. Keep taking turns until everyone has carried a block to the bucket. After kids get the hang of it, they could build a wall with the blocks instead of just tossing them in the bucket. Encourage kids to cheer for all the runners on both teams.

art: Painted Wall
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Scratch paper
•    Construction paper
•    Sponges
•    Clip clothes pins
•    Glue sticks
•    Paint
•    Paint shirts
•    Drop cloth
•    Container for paint

Set Up: Cover paint area with drop cloth. Cut scratch paper into small rectangles.

Talk with kids while you help them put on paint shirts. God helped Joshua knock down the big wall. We are going to paint a wall today. Show kids how to use the glue sticks to loosely stick the paper rectangle bricks to their paper. Clip the clothes pins onto the sponges.If we use the clothes pins as handles, we can dip the sponges in the paint and paint over our bricks. Encourage kids to use a light, dabbing motion when painting. Help kids remove their paint shirts and set their papers aside to dry. When the paint has dried, let kids remove the paper bricks. The part the kids painted will show as the mortar between the bricks of the wall. The blank spaces will appear to be the bricks.

snack: Cheese Blocks
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Cheese cubes
•    Napkins
•    Cups
•    Water

Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.

Have kids wash up and help pass out the snack supplies. Give each kid several cheese cubes. Pour water into cups for kids to drink. The people had built a wall to keep others out. They could not keep God out. God had a plan to break the wall down. God can do anything! Let's stack our snack before we eat it. Encourage kids to stack their cheese blocks. Let's see how high we can stack our cheese blocks. I wonder how high the wall was around Jericho.

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

Have kids sit down in a circle. We can count on God, can't we? God will help us just like God helped Joshua and his friends. Let's think of something that we need help with. Think of something you are worried about. It can be something big or something small. God will help us with all our worries. Grab a shoebox and pretend to put your worries inside. Watch me. Do you want to tell about your worry? Allow time for kids to respond. I'll share what I am worried about. Now that the worries are all inside the box, let's put the boxes back in the wall.

Prayer Time 
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

We just put our worries in the boxes. Let's tell God about the things in the shoeboxes while we pray. I'll go first. Then we'll thank God for helping us with our worries. Give kids a chance to pray about their worries and then say something like Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers and helping us with the things that worry us. Let's all say amen together!

If your group hasn't already received this rotation's Family Page, send one home with each family.

The Battle of Jericho, Week 6

Scripture Reference: Joshua 6:1–20
Lesson Focus: Listen to God.


Gather (10 minutes)

Center Time
Spark Resources 
•    Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho F

Supplies 
•    Small counting items (buttons, plastic animals, blocks, rocks)
•    Containers to hold the counting items
•    Blank paper
•    Markers or crayons

You may choose to set up one or both of these creative play centers where kids can play as they arrive in your classroom. Have helpers in each center to help children with the activities. Kids can stay in one center or travel to more than one.

Counting Time
Our story today is about Joshua. God will give Joshua important instructions to follow. Joshua needs to count carefully. I brought some things for us to count. We can count like Joshua. Let kids sort and count the items you have brought. 

Coloring Center
Provide copies of Coloring Page The Battle of Jericho F, blank paper, and markers or crayons for each kid. Be sure to write their names on their drawings before they move to Circle Time.

When all kids have arrived and have had time to participate in at least one center, say, Since we are talking about Joshua and the wall, when you hear the blocks clap together, that will be our signal to clean up the toys and come to the story area. Be sure to clap the blocks where everyone can hear them.

Circle Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Basket
•    Feather
•    Cotton ball
•    Jingle bell
•    Blocks
•    Tambourine
•    Egg timer
•    Anything that will make noise 
•    Optional: a recording of sounds, CD or tape player 

Set Up: Put the sound items in the basket.

God told the people what to do to knock the wall down. The people needed to be quiet to listen to God. Let's listen to the sounds I brought in my basket. See if you think any of the things I brought would help the people listen to God. Some of these things would be too noisy to help us listen to God. Some of the things are very quiet. They would not keep us from listening.

Show kids the items you prepared. Let them decide if they are things that will help them listen or things that are distracting. What are some other noisy things? What are some other quiet things? See how many loud and how many quiet things kids can think of.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Blocks
•    Small pictures of things to thank God for

Set Up: Set each picture under a block in the center of your prayer circle.

Let's pray together using our blocks. We are going to take turns lifting up a block and then we will thank God for the thing under the block. I'll go first. Look, my picture has a family on it. Thank you, God, for families. Who will go next? When we're done, let's say amen together.

Open the Bible (10 minutes)

The Battle of Jericho Storytelling
Spark Resources
•    Spark Story Bible

Supplies
•    Large construction paper
•    Scissors
•    Pen or pencil [for the tracing]

Set Up: Trace a large circle using a large plate. Draw or trace two smaller half circles on either side of the large circle.

Take your paper and scissors to story time. Cut out your paper while you tell the story. It is supposed to be a head with extra-large ears.

We are talking about listening! Tell the story without mentioning what you are working on. Continue to cut slowly. So, let's settle down and listen to the story. Once there was a man named Joshua. He listened to God. God told Joshua that he should take his friends and go to Jericho. Joshua heard God and did what God told him to do. Joshua and his friends got to Jericho but they could not go in because there was a really big wall in the way. God told Joshua what to do. Joshua listened to God. God said that Joshua and his friends should walk around the wall every day for six days. On the seventh day, they should walk around seven times and on the seventh time, they should blow their horns. Joshua listened to God and did what God said. And what do you think happened to that wall? It came tumbling down. Joshua listened to God and God did what Joshua needed.

What do you think I cut out of my paper? (a person) It is a person, yes it is. Who do you think it is? (Joshua) Right, it's Joshua. And why does he have such BIG ears? (because he was a good listener) Because Joshua was a very good listener, that is right.

Let's all be good listeners while we read the story in our Spark Story Bible.

Take out your Spark Story Bible and open to The Battle of Jericho on pages 102–105. Read the story out loud and point to the corresponding pictures. Look for Squiggles the caterpillar in each picture. Ask kids what they think Squiggles is feeling or doing. Encourage them to make a face or move like Squiggles.

Ask the following questions, allowing time for kids to answer:

Who did Joshua need to listen to?
Did the people need to be good listeners, too? Who did they need to listen to?

Activate Faith (25 minutes)

music: Ring Around the City
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    None

Set Up: Play and sing this song to the tune of "Ring Around the Rosie!"

Ring around the city. God will have no pity.
Making noise, then the wall falls down!

Ring around the city. Joshua leads the people.
Making noise, then the wall falls down!

Ring around the city. Trumpets blow. Horns sound.
Making noise, then the wall falls down.

Ring around the city. The people follow Joshua.
Making noise, then the wall falls down.

Make up your own verses.

art: Quiet Collage
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Paper
•    Glue
•    Feathers
•    Cotton balls
•    Tissue paper
•    Fabric
•    Yarn
•    Fleece
•    Other "quiet" things 

Pass paper to all kids. Make sure they can reach the collage items easily. Joshua listened to God. Joshua had to be quiet to hear God. He had to pay attention. We are going to make a collage out of quiet things to help us to remember to listen to God, too. You can choose any of the quiet things to glue on your papers. Move the things around on your papers until they look the way you want them to and then we will use the glue to stick them down.

snack: Building
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Pretzel sticks
•    Gumdrops
•    Marshmallows
•    Cheese cubes
•    Napkins
•    Cups
•    Water or juice

Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.

Have kids wash up and help pass out the snack supplies. We are going to share a building snack. Show kids how to use the gumdrops, cheese, and marshmallows to join the pretzels together. Let's see if we can build a wall with our snack. We don't want to work for too long, because I am excited to EAT whatever I build! Pour water or juice into cups for kids to drink.

You may have trouble getting kids to eat their creations. Consider allowing them to bring them home on a paper plate and eat some leftovers instead.

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time
Spark Resources
•    None

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

Have kids sit down in a circle. We can count on God, can't we? God will help us just like God helped Joshua and his friends. Let's think of something that we need help with. Think of something you are worried about. It can be something big or something small. God will help us with all our worries. Grab a shoebox and pretend to put your worries inside. Watch me. Do you want to tell about your worry? Allow time for kids to respond. I'll share what I am worried about. Now that the worries are all inside the box, let's put the boxes back in the wall.

Prayer Time
Spark Resources
•    Family Pages

Supplies
•    Shoeboxes

We just put our worries in the boxes. Let's tell God about the things in the shoeboxes while we pray. I'll go first. Then we'll thank God for helping us with our worries. Give kids a chance to pray about their worries and then say something like Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers and helping us with the things that worry us. Let's all say amen together!

If your group hasn't already received this rotation's Family Page, send one home with each family.
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